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Summers Long Ago
by Dave Potchak

My two daughters were just kids, under age eight, and we were visiting in my (and my wife's) hometown of Beaverdale,
Pennsylvania. We took a walk and leaned over the handrail on a bridge to see kids playing barefoot in the creek below. There
was a baseball game going on in the field next to the creek and the sounds of young kids playing filled the summer air.

| found my thoughts returning to those years growing up in a coal-mining town. And then my older daughter :
asked in a tone meant to wake me up, "WHERE are their parents?" The kids playing in the creek and on the
baseball field unsupervised opened her eyes like a crab pinching a toe. But to me, the scene slipped by as
normal. Wow! | thought. How the times have changed. My kids have never seen other kids playing in such
places as a creek, a baseball park, or anywhere else for that matter, without some parents around. NO
parents! What a sight for my daughters to behold! Even in their youth, they recognized the oddity in the
fact. How could those parents leave those kids unattended?
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So, the explanation of the "old days" began. Before there were child abductions - before there were faces on milk cartons - since June 2008:
before every child had to be taught to be careful of strangers - there was a time of summer and playing. Not playing for a
team, not playing to win, not playing in a strategy-filled game to please adults and parents, just simply playing. And that day m

seemed to be a fairytale in my daughters' eyes. But fiction it was not - it was all too true.
As my attention that day returned to the baseball game, | now noticed that there were no adult voices filling that summer
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No coaching! No inflation of egos! Yes, there was some name-calling and the criticism coming from their peers seemed more Walnut Run Coalmine
cruel than when it came from adults, but the kids were having fun. They didn't seem to care. And | doubt that any of them Coalmining Cousins at the Allport
would be scarred for life. After all, | wasn't harmed growing up in that environment. | don't think | was. At least, no one Mine
TOLD ME | WAS. Barnesboro in 1956
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The Byrnesville Snow Train

They were laying out, diving on the dirt infield, sliding into home and bunting on their own
WHEN THEY WANTED TO. They signaled when a base was to be stolen and laughed when a
guy got picked off taking too large a lead. They were their own umpires. Their gloves were
dusty and so were their jeans and | don't think one of them was wearing spikes. All were
wearing ball caps, with the bill bent into an arch, but no two of them matched in team
logo. And | bet none of them were "fitted" to each player's head size.
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And when thev were done plavina. they picked up their own equipment and walked home. There was no team meetina and no
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notification of the next practice. There were no tools to groom the field and no parent's car used to take the bats and
catcher's equipment home. There was no hose to water the grass because there was no grass to water. There were no
Gatorades or sports drinks in sight and God forbid, some of the kids actually took a drink from the creek as they left the
field. It was like a scene from the movie "THE SANDLOT."

As taboo as that situation must have looked to my daughters that day, it was so common to me, not that long ago. A game,
a sight, and an era that had gone by forever. And it vanished in one generation of time, to boot. You see, before adults
were forced to supervise everything a child experiences, there was simply a love of summer, a love of the game and a love
of playing.
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Reposted with permission from Dave Potchak. Check out Dave's great nostaligia site at Po's Peek at the Past.
With photos and words, Dave lights the way along memory lane.
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